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PM Abhisit: IPhO’s legacy

T

he contestants were oblivious
to the PM’s visit to the IPhO.
Accompanied by a minimumsecurity detail, the prime minister
came with the intention to comment
on the direction of Thailand relative
to the international community.
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The Prime minister remarked,
“Students and their fascination with
science and what they have to offer
the world are invaluable. We must
nurture them in an environment that
is conducive to the further development of the academic discipline,” case
in point the IPhO is a significant symbolic milestone towards that goal.
The Prime minister had the prowess
of calm negotiator, “Research is the
vital lifeline that could invigorate the
scientific community,” when referring
to the allocation of funds for research. “The principle of research is

to drive the advancement of science,
make it available globally and beneficial to all,” he said to the organizing
committee present. Scanning the
room until he received everyone’s
attention, “We must work together
to widen research opportunities for
the better outlook of our students”
he concluded.
“It is my perception that the participants are satisfied with our hospitality. I heard that we were able to coordinate the facilities and accommodate the guests in record time,” he
said, content about the proceedings.
“Hosting this event we hope not only
to show that we have the infrastructure and capability, but also to confirm our commitment to participate
in the world stage,” were his parting
words.
Kawin Liampisan

PM Abhisit

Grand Battle II
Experimental Examination

T
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he dawn of a decisive
battle marked the final
showdown in the battle
between the contestants
and the examination. At 8.00 AM
of July 14th, the experimental ex‐
amination revealed its trump card.
The two problems had put the con‐
testants under siege, but remem‐
bering their training they set out to
tackle it.

They had to go through a series
of attempts, measuring the fre‐
quency of oscillation, which could
be used to determine the geomet‐
rical shape of the parallel plate ca‐
pacitor given. Contestants could be
seen tweaking the Electrical Black‐
box with the digital multimeter
attached to the capacitor, and not‐
ing the readings as they slid the
upper plate. Contestants got to

work on their answers with the
Electrical Blackbox stashed under
their chairs. Accuracy and precision
were extremely essential, some of
them would level their eyesight
with the paper to mark the points
on the graph. This exotic setup
could potentially be used to create
one of the world’s most bizarre
digital rulers.
No longer under siege, the con‐
testants gave chase to the second
part of the exam. Weighing in on
the center of mass problem, they
set up the equipment on their ta‐
bles. Staring at the swinging cylin‐
der with a stopwatch in hand and
completely focused on this mes‐
merizing motion. Their bodies
seemed petrified by the cylinder.
Guided only by rocking motion,
and equipped with the most typical
stationaries, contestants must ex‐
tract the hiding place of the hidden
ball inside the opaque cylinder.
And through this oscillation, the
cylinder‐ball mass ratio and the
acceleration due to gravity g must
be squeezed out.

In the last crucial minutes be‐
fore the end, contestants’ actions
became unpredictable. You might
see them digging into their re‐
serves, scrambling in the last min‐
ute corrections. In contrast, some
of them could be seen tackling the
problem of opening their snack
boxes.
The aftermath, the first contest‐
ants to exit the arena would wait
for their teammates. Seeing each

other and discussing answers led
to mixed emotions from relief, to a
sudden realization of disappoint‐
ment, and teams consoling each
other. The contestants are now
veterans of the 42nd IPhO, and are
entitled to their own war stories to
tell future generations.
Kawin Liampisan & Nitchanun Tantapong

Austrian’s young prodigy

N

o saying is more fitting to describe
Oliver Edtmair than “Don’t judge a
book by its cover”. Everyone at the
42nd International Physics Olympiad knows
about the talented, yet modest, 14-year-old
Oliver as the youngest contestant.
“It doesn’t matter,” replied Oliver when being
asked how he feels about being the youngest competitor. Inspired by his physicist father, Oliver’s passion of physics grew. With
only two years of physics education under
his belt, the boy had trampled flowers and
braved storms to get to where he was today,
studying various theories and training hard in
the laboratory even in his free time. Oliver
found the theoretical examination hard, but

remained cool and collected, intending to
advance forth till the end with his comrades:
Stephan, Christoph, Alexander and Tobias.
These boys believed Oliver already did better than expected in the theoretical examination and encouraged him to keep up the
good work and achieved the gold medal.
The experimental examination is our rising
star’s final hurdle towards the Holy Grail.
Hop, step and jump to it, Oliver! Let us see
your talent in its entirety. In any case it’s
certain that we are observing an Austrian’s
rising star in the making.
Nitchanun Tantapong
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In Focus: Fun at Rose Garden
Enjoy more photos on Facebook: Harmonics in fizzy
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Team leaders from 84 nations sought various recreations at the
Rose Garden yesterday (July 14th). Thai kick boxing, Kala dancing,
Elephant riding, and countless other assorted activities were pre‐
sented to our guests. Everyone was having a jolly time, a short
break away from strenuous academic work awaiting them at the
sport complex.— Chompunut Ngampornpimon
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Toey‐Ngam beach

Program for Today

July 15, 2011

For Leaders, Observers & Visitors

For students

T

oey‐Ngam beach locates in the Satta‐
hip Navy Base of the Royal Thai Navy.
White sand and sparkling sea make it
a popular vacation spot in Sattahip. This is
also a place of a noted historic event. On
April 19, 1966, His majesty the King, alone by
himself, set sail in a self‐made International
OK dinghy, from the Klai Kangwon Palace in
Prachuap Khiri Khan province, cut across the
Gulf of Thailand, and landed 60 nautical
miles (approximately 110 kilometers) away
at the Toey‐Ngam beach. The trip was over
14 hours.
Near the Toey‐Ngam beach, there are
many interesting attractions such as the Sea
Turtles Conservation Center and the Thai
Island and Sea Natural History Museum

Challenge
Put all four objects, i.e. two match sticks, a fork and a
spoon, on the top of the bottle neck.

Find solution in Facebook:
Harmonics in Fizzy
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