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as one
“A Remarkable Occasion” observed Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
while addressing the opening
speech in the opening ceremony
at Chulalongkorn University’s
auditorium, thus marks the opening of the 42nd International
Physics Olympiad.
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The vast span of the grand
hall suddenly appears tiny in the
presence of honoured guests and
dignified participants. The morning begins after participants assembling the hall. Delegates from
participating nations dress up in
their traditional costume and
prepare to greet Her Royal
Highness. Each team, in turn,
walks up the stage, pays respect
to the congregation and some
even do the Thai traditional
greetings Wai. Prior to HRH
Princess’ address, Chulalongkorn
University President Professor
Pirom Kamolratanakul, M.D. gave
a touching speech followed by a
video presentation in celebration

of His Majesty the King. Professor Charas Suwanwela, M.D.,
Vice President of POSN and Professor Hans Jordens, President of
IPhO respectively welcome all
participants to the competition.
Afterwards contestants enjoy the
musical selections from the CU
Concert Choir starting with a
composition of His Majesty King
Bhumibol ‘Love in spring’, followed by ‘The land of music’ and
picking up the beat with ‘Don’t
stop’, an original soundtrack
from the famous American TV

series, Glee.
Though they come from different countries and speak in
different tongues, all contestants
seem to share their laugh, smile
and passion in physics together.
The opening ceremony may
come to an end but their journey
on this competition is just about
to begin.
May the force be with YOU!
Proudpisut Sang-ou-thai

“Toward Golden Goal”
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nspired by the piercing honest answers of contestants, to which this
article is dedicated. The insight provided by those reluctant to answer and
those who responded, we have uncovered the status of their readiness as
the IPhO curtain opens up.

Yu Tao Gui
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of the Netherlands

Ion Toloaca
of Moldova

As an integral part to the Netherlands team, Yu Tao Gui is as he put it “a
banana with a Chinese peel and Dutch
fillings.” He extends his analogy further
as he warns us not to be dismissive
towards himself and the attitude he
upholds. He openly admits what many
might choose to hide—accepting that
his country’s physics education is lagging behind. His generosity is as unmistakable as his tactfulness; after putting
up with my string of questions, he assumes my reporter’s role by asking
me, “since you are finishing college
soon, what is your career path?” I am
confident that he extends his empathy
to all he might meet. “I am ready to do
my best and that I am ready to accept

the outcome” he concluded, in true
championship spirit.
When given the opportunity to have
his quote published, Ion Toloaca of
Moldova answered without hesitation “I
would like to say thank you to my leaders who I respect, for the training,” not
noticing that Moldova’s leader is within a
hearing distance. He continued “the
years of this mentor and mentee relationship, have led us to this competition.
I would have to say that I could not be
any more prepared. Training aside I believe in the motivation instilled in me will
pull through.” He elaborated further on
how everyone in the team would compete to be the most productive in his or
her self-study sessions.
While training methods and the
amount of preparation may differ among
the countries, all participants seem to be
gravitated toward the same goal: to fetch
a gold.
Kawin Liampisan

See You at CU
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armest welcome to Chulalongkorn
University, dear contestants. It is
our pleasure to organize the CU
Tour for you all. After the grand opening
ceremony and welcoming party in the morning, students were divided into four groups
to join the walking tour around the campus
with our very own students as the guides.
The first destination was the Faculty of
Engineering. The buildings themselves
caught the competitors’ eyes, but regrettably
a sleeping stray dog, something almost unheard-of in other countries, on the way stole
most of the attention and became the top
photo model.
We then made the second stop at
Devalai, the oldest building of the university
which is of typical Thai architectural splendor and unequivocally the most attractive
landmark. The stairs adorned with Nagas
(Hindu mythical creatures) seemed to be the
most popular spot. It is worth noting that

some contestants like those stairs to the
level of taking photos with the Nagas without
knowing the local belief of the university: if
one takes a photo with the Nagas before the
Commencement Day, he or she will not
graduate from the university.
Our last destination before a short break at
Sala Phra Kiao after which the contestants
were taken to the Faculty of Science to visit
the Natural Science and the Photography
museums.
The relaxing atmosphere still lives and
breathes, but tomorrow is the day it all begins. While the contestants were taking the
tour, the team leaders were already preparing the theoretical examination on the other
side of the campus. What do they have in
store for their students? We can only wait
and see.

Walking toward
Sala Phra Kiao

Nitchanun Tantapong
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In Focus: Discussion of theoretical examination
Spain

Sweden

Turkey

The international board meeting was launched in the afternoon of July 11th to discuss the theoretical examination to
take place today.
Prior to the start, Dr. Hans Jordens, the IPhO President,
explained the rules that all participants have to abide by
for a successful exam discussion. He ended by requesting
the participants for a moment of silence in memory of Mr.
Heinz Meyerhans, the delegation leader of Liechtenstein
from 2001-2008 who passed away on February 7th 2011.

Ukraine

Armenia

Chompunut Ngampornpimon and Pattra Sriputtangkul
Austria

A Must-Know: The Grand Palace

T

he Grand Palace composes
of magnificent
compound buildings
with the grandeur architectural style. Since
the founding of Bangkok as the nation’s
capital by King Rama
I, the Grand Palace has
been the major architectural symbol of the royal family and used
for royal ceremonial purposes. The main buildings within the
Grand Palace compound were built for King Rama V. Phra
Thinang Chakri Maha Prasat, built in 1877 by King Rama V as
his Royal Residence, is the most highly recognized architectural
landmark of the Nation. The central Throne Hall, which was formerly used for the reception of foreign envoys, is flanked by reception areas decorated with galleries of portraiture. The central
room on the second floor is used as a shrine for the reliquary
ashes of Kings Rama IV, Rama V, Rama VI, Rama VII and
Rama VIII. Borom Phiman Mansion was also constructed during
the reign of King Rama V, and became Kings’ residence ever
since. The Siwalai Gardens, where the office of The Royal
Household Bureau is located, were used for receptions.
Maha Monthien Prasat houses the Audience Hall of Amarin
Winitchai where ceremonies of the Court usually tak place in
front of the throne surmounted by its canopy of nine tiers of
white cloth.

Azerbaijan

Bangladesh

Belarus

Brazil

Brunei

Bulgaria
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Sweden

Temple of the Emerald Buddha
The temple of the Emerald Buddha, or
Wat Pra Kaew, was built as a part of the
Grand Palace Complex. The temple houses
the Emerald Buddha which is made of
green jadeite rather than emerald.
The Emerald Buddha is considered as
one of the most sacred items in Thailand.
The jade statue is about 45 cm in height
and is adorned with garments made of
gold. There are three different sets of gold
attires, which are changed by the King of
Thailand or a liaison in a ceremony at the
changing of the seasons: a diamond encrusted gold robe for the summer, a gilded
monk's robe for the rainy season, and a
solid gold robe for the winter.

Program for Today
For Leaders, Observers & Visitors

For students

Editorial Board
Editor‐in‐chief and Photo editor: Chawan Koopipat; News Editors:
Udomsilp Pinsook and Surachate Limkumnerd; Layout and design:
Pataradawn Pinyopich and Dhamrongruchana Hoontrakul; Assistants:
Srithana Thongkar, Rewat Ratchakawee and Worapoj Nilaphat

July 12, 2011

