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Participants from China,
Vietnam, and Kazakhtan
learned to Wai
(Thai greeting) from
Thai staff at
the Grand Palace.

A Visit to Joe Louis Puppet Theater, Night Bazaar, and the Grand Palace

Excursion

A Thai puppet character “Hanuman”, came down from the stage to greet the audience.

At Suan Lum Night Bazaar.

The Vietnamese students
paid respect to the Temple
of the Emerald Buddha.

A group photo of the Srilanka and Indian team taken in
front of the main entrance of the Grand Palace.
The Chinese students took
a photo with a Thai giant
sculpture.
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THE YOUNG GENERATION

INTERVIEW
WITH THE LEADERS

Orgilbold Dashdorj

Sahal Kaushik

Ilkhom Khotami

From Mongolia, age 14

From India, age 13

From Ta jikistan

Orgilbold Dashdorj is from Mongolia and he
is 14 years old. He did his best on the theoretical exam and thinks he got about 40% correct. He first began studying physics when he
was thirteen (he is fourteen now and it was
last year when he first learned about academic
physics). There is no doubt why he likes science and physics since his family is also somehow involved in science: his uncle is a scientist,
and his father and brother are both working in
computer-related fields. In his free time Orgilbold likes reading books, especially classical
physics and modern physics. Even though he is
younger than his peers, he does not have problems with his classmates and friends. In fact,
his friends are proud of him and support him.
He likes Astrophysics the most, so his dream is
to be a physicist at NASA or ESA.

Sahal Kaushik is from India and he is 13 years
old. He thinks the theoretical-exam questions
were good and he answered all of them. However, he was not sure what score he will get. He
attended a ten-day training camp to prepare
himself before coming here to the competition.
He also worked on some experiments that he
did not have a chance to do while in school.
While he goes to school regularly, he does
not spend much time there. Instead, he likes
to study by himself at home. He likes to read
many textbooks. He was interested in Astronomy and Astrophysics at the age of five or six,
and continues to study physics today. He has a
strong passion to be a physicist.

My students are trying to show the government
that they can get good resultants from APhO so
that the government may support us in the future.
How do you feel about Thailand? Is it
your first time visiting Thailand?
This is my first time visiting Thailand. Last
time we went to Vietnam and I think Thailand
is very similar to Vietnam. I am impressed with
Thailand, especially the Thai people. I think the
phrase The land of smiles is right for Thai people.
I really like Thai people. Every time someone
sees me, they always smile at me. It’s really
good. I like it.
How Physics education has developed in Ta jikistan?
When we were dependent on the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), Science
and Physics education were good. But after
the collapse of the USSR, everything has been
bad. Science cannot be developed that much
because of the war in our country. This is one of
the biggest problems and it slows down the development of our education. Nowadays, there
are not that many professors teaching physics,
but for the past two years we have been progressing quite well.
What does your team expect from
participating in APhO-10?
My students are trying to show the government that they can get good resultants from
APho so that the government may support us
in the future. Currently, our team does not get
financial support from the government to attend this competition.

Kazakhstan
students learned
to Wai (Thai
greeting).
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Do you know?
The moon can smile

Smile Corner
Smiling Relieves Stress
Stress can really show up in our faces. Smiling helps to prevent
us from looking tired, worn down, and overwhelmed. When you
are stressed, take time to put on a smile. The stress should be
reduced and you’ll be better able to take action.

Smiley Quests
A farmer is taking a fox, a chicken, and a
bag of grain home. To get there, he must cross
a river, but he’s only allowed to take one item
across the bridge with them at a time. If the fox
is left alone with the chicken, the fox will eat
the chicken. If the chicken is left alone with the
grain, the chicken will eat the grain. How can
the farmer cross the river without any of his
possessions being eaten?

Speak Thai

Let’s go
shopping!
Ni thao rai
How much is this?
Nan tao rai
How much is that?
Mi tua yai kwa ni mai
Do you have a bigger one?
Mi tua lek kwa ni mai
Do you have a smaller one?

On the first of December, 2008, if you looked
at the moon that night, it would seem like some
creature was looking at you and smiling from
the sky. This unusual phenomenon is caused by
the conjunction of the Venus, the Jupiter, and
the crescent moon. That night, Venus and Jupiter were only a few degrees apart. When the
crescent moon moved in closer to both planets,
they formed the brightest triangle in the sky,
creating such a spectacular smiley look.
If you looked at the moon and ran your eyes
across it, you might have seen a ghostly image of the full Moon inside the bright horns
of the crescent. This phenomenon was called
earthshine or sometimes the da Vinci glow because Leonardo da Vinci was the first person
to explain it: Some of the sunlight that hits
the Earth gets deflected (defused lighting) and
picked up by the Moon, casting a sheen of light
across the dark lunar terrain.
Some Thai people believed it was a good sign
for us after having to deal with the political
problem and financial crisis on that date. Many
people smiled like the moon on that day.

The Chao Phraya River

Answer to previous quest:

The Chao Phraya is a major river in Thailand
that runs through Bangkok, the capital of Thailand. The river begins at the convergence of the
Ping and Nan rivers at Nakhon Sawan (also
called Pak Nam Pho) in the Nakhon Sawan
province. It then flows south for about 372 kilometers to Bangkok and then out to the Gulf
of Thailand. At Chainat, the river splits from
the main river and forms the Tha Chin River,
which then flows parallel to the main river and
exits out into the Gulf of Thailand about 35
kilometers west of Bangkok at Samut Sakhon.
Tourists visiting Bangkok are highly recommended to take an evening cruise along the
Chao Phraya River. They can dine in style,
aboard a luxurious vessel and enjoy the spectacular sight of the Chao Phraya River when
the sun goes down.

Solution #1:
Ask one of the men what the other man would
answer to the question, “Is the left road the
correct road?” Then assume the answer you are
given is false and act on that knowledge.
If the man you ask is the liar, he’ll incorrectly
give you the truthful man’s answer. If the man
you ask is the truthful man, he’ll correctly give
you the liar’s wrong answer.
Solution #2:
Ask one of the men, “If I had asked you which
path was the correct path ten minutes ago, what
would you have said?” Regardless of which man
is asked this question, the answer will be the
correct path.
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